
   

 

TOWN OVERVIEW - BRIDGWATER  
 
Motorway   J23 & J24 M5 
OS grid ref  ST305370 
Population   35,886 
Post code  TA5, TA6, TA7 
Dialing Code  01278 
District Authority Sedgemoor 
UK Parliament  Bridgwater & West Somerset 
EU Parliament  South West England 
MP   Ian Liddell-Grainger (Conservative)  
 
Location 
Bridgwater is a market town situated on the edge of the Somerset Levels, located between 
two junctions of the M5 motorway, namely J23 (north side of town) and J24 (south side of 
town). 
 
History 
It is thought that the town was originally called Brigg, meaning quay. In the Doomsday Book 
it was listed as Brugie. After the Norman invasion the land was given to Walter of Douai; 
becoming known variously as Burch-Walter, Brugg-Walter, Brigg-Walter and Bridge of 
Walter, eventually being corrupted to Bridgwater. 
 
There has been a settlement in the location since around 800, owing its origin as a trade 
centre to its position at the mouth of the chief river in Somerset. 
 
Historically, the town had a politically radical tendency, being involved in several events of 
note on the national stage. The battle of Sedgemoor (the last battle on English soil) where 
the Monmouth Rebellion was crushed in 1685 is nearby. The town also plays host to the 
annual Bridgwater Guy Fawkes Carnival where Guy Fawkes is celebrated as a local hero. 
 
Employers 
Bridgwater has always been a leading industrial town in Somerset and remains a major 
centre for manufacturing historically in the brick and cellophane industry. Major employers in 
the town today are, Sedgemoor District Council, Morrisons, Argos, Gerber, Toolstation, 
Muller Wiseman, Sedgemoor Auction Centre and Mulberry. 
 
Not a lot of people know that……… 
Bridgwater became the first town in Britain to petition the government to ban slavery in 1785. 
 
Bridgwater Docks reached a peak in 1885 with 3,600 ships a year entering the port. 
 
There was a prison of war camp in Colley Lane during World War II, holding Italians. 
 
England Rugby players from Bridgwater; Charles Kent, Robert Dibble, Tommy Woods. 
 
Fanny Talbot born in Bridgwater in 1824 donated the first property to the National Trust. 
 


